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WANY EFFORTS TO BUILD

UTAH-CALIFORNIA LINE

‘
q W T ‘-A< e
Over Thirty Years Ago First Undertaking Was
Launched Toward Los Angeles.
: ——— ——
’ i History of Various Enterprises That Promised and Failed of Fruition
From That Day Until Now.
¢ e e
When the first hill, on the main southern fline,
complated on Ma everal railroad projects aimed at
Californla was alme Deep Creek and the coast never got
rallroad bullders | out of the incubater, but in 1880 the
en over mostly to s Unlon Pacific tecok hold. and it began
tire area was cont ! to look. as If thers would be annthe:
“the cow counties and line to the coast For the purpose of
gave this part of the carrying out this project, the Salt Laks
thought It was se al Veare & Western was organized, with 8. H.
the Southern Pacific #H. lark, president of the Union Pa-
from the directio | citie, at itg head,
Buat long hefore 1 time a group of < taking.
Utah men had {heir ey tarned 1t il Union Pacific Undert _ s\_ W
the coast of ithern  Call nia, f: Amonrg the directors were - L
south of the Goiden Gate
It was in 1371 that the Utah
Was organized, [is
to give the part

Salt Lake (hat qu
of the wortd that
nied,
later the road
California
wag the first president of th

tion, John Sharp, vice pres
Feramorz Little supe
weére Salt mes
built to Lehi 1872
1873, Two ye: €1
twenty-seven miles to
milés from Sa‘t Lake
June, 1879, The Utah South
sion G Wi heén orgs
by 1880 the road 1 been «
miles farther, to Milford
b This was the end for a number of )
. 3 New Line Projected.
In notney mpany stru
“rom Salt ithwest
i was the ier
Pioche, {
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early mining development in Utah),
Hcber
this project
Gartleld
enterprise died

as

The Utah & Neévada road, promated
by Jobn W. Young, was launched in
1873 The narrow-gauge line, & i
the southern shore of Salt la Angeles

reaching Terminus,
finlshed
1876
until within the
Leamington cui-off of the Oregon Short
Lipe,
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West Tintie, and it hecame the Tintle
branch of the Oregon Short Lioe.  If
this route had been completed, the
Union Pacific would have tapped the
coast at ‘three different places,  The
Salt lLake & Western would have
reached Los Angeles and San Francis-
cn, while the Oregon Short Line, then
in course of construction from Granger,
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wiy the line shown south

pracijically

of th
to River

Pedro

Dan

anqd
were Interested in

Grading was done as far |
and then stopped, and the

. Kimball

near Stockto
as the latter place in!
ver bullt any farther
3t vear, as part of ghe

as far
was

It

was sy
starfed
dony -1y

it has bren carried southward. | start

1 Pedro, Los Angeles & Salt Lake

ur ¢ ate The Leamington cut-off has been

u|‘ulh—-]‘ and the rails have been laid except as shown by the dotted lines.
Leamington (o Callentes the present route of the Oregon Short Line

be i o ites acrose Nevada o where the dotted lines
recomme! roule 48 been finally surveyed and cross-sectioned
aders. Up to San Bernardino the dotted llnes show in &

y the route =elected. From San Bernardino the road follows in

anta Fe, which has been com-

not far from Ber-

.
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er, P. L. Willlanig, Le Graud Young
and A. F. Doremus of Salt Lake, The
route as surveyed lay past Terminus

and Deep Creek in Utal, through Ne-
vada by way of Spring valley, coming
Into California near the Amargosa re-
gion, und connecting with the Atlantic
& Pacific at Barstow, thence on to Los
A branch was to be built
Mone lake and the Yosemite and an-
ey to San Francisco,

10

About $190,000
In surveys and work was
was then decided to ab.
out of Balt Lake and
Lehl Junetlon. This line

R
N
N
)
Wyo.,, would have reached Portland.
l But the company hecame tinanecially in-
| volved. The ¢ al Pacific was hostile
| and it Ame ry to abandon
part of ork T'he Oregon Short
i Line was farther along, and so all en-
€rgy was concentrated on that.
Francis Tiernan made an attempt in
1889 to bulld a trapscontinental  road,

He orgunized and became president of
the Utalk, Nevada & Califorpia. The
route was to be- from Provo, through

Nephi, Cedar City and St. George,
Ttah, thence across to the mouth of
the Moapa river In Nevada, over Rail-
road pass to the Vegas valley, aver
Timber mountain and Marl Springs

passeg into the sink of the Mojave, now
called the Devil's Playground, thence
parallel with the Southern Paecific to
Los Angeles, and ‘rom there down to
Sap Diego. In 1892 the Southwestern
Coal & Tron company was organiged as
an auxillary compasy to take over val-
uable iror claims near Cedar Clity ard
Kanarra, us well as eoal. This company
sLill holds a large amount of valuable
iron in that region, but the railroad
| was neveér built

|  Complete Investigation Made.

ihe objective .point being Leamington|was graded as far as Jericho, near Duriug this time the Union -Pacifit
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e
had again been roused to action
a new <coast line in . viev.

with

Charles

| Francis Adams was president ‘then, and

the fall of INSS he s¥ni

m

two expert

| emgineers aver the country between Salt

lake and Les Angeles to invistigate

ad report as to the advisability ef

| constructing a roal=»ad througi the in-
g region, H. M. MeCartney, |

sistant chief engineer of the San

road,

‘ Los Angeles & Balt Lake
| was sent to look into the elvil enginger-
| ing phases, and Professor ‘W,

P. Jen-

ney, now in Salt Lake, was the mining

| engineer who was fa report
mingeral regions tributary and
termine their traffic pessibilities,

O

outfitted at Los Angeles, came ov

to

the
de-

They

n

er the |

Cajon pass and traveérsed the country

{ o Milford, making careful exam}
{ of the topogrephy and résources

nation
of the

I\v-ginn» through which they passed. 8o

favorable were

their rveports that the
Union Pacific_ordered a. suryey of the |
route in 1889, and in 1896 the construe- |

{ tion of 115 miles from Milford to Cali-

bran

entes, with a thirty-mile ch to
| Ploche, was crdered. The grading was
"nesrly completed to Callentes and
Pioche and seven miles of track was
laid. The failure in that yvear of .the
| Baring Bros., who were supplying part

lof the money for the extension, -causedl |
Aprit 9 of the |
Huntington secured
control of the Southern Pacific and he
declared violent war on _any extension |
Nutice was-served |

a cessation of the work.
same year (. P

of the Union Pacific,

and ovdered the seven miles of
already laid to be pallad wp.  Th
done In 1883,

and the balanee

contention between the Orégon

threat, agreed not the extend the road

track
is was

The grade was later o¢-
cupled to Uvada by the MeCune road, |
formed the bone of

Short

| Line and the San Pedrd, Los Angeles

& Salt Lake only recently,

In 1896, however, the  project

Abraham H, Cannon's Scheme.

Twas

again taken up, rhis time by George Q.

Cannon, Abraham H. Cannon,  George

A, Lowe and others,
Utah & California Rai -
wag organigzed; the Unio !

quiet]y beh it. The depth «
ham H., Camoon, who was ip -

In Apyil, 1896, t
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& Los Ar

t would he rriec

rer ‘s given at the ta ¢l )
alon I..Ju' Cearns David Keith,
The gue were Senator Clark, Gov=-
ernor He Wells, Presider
zZo Snow of the Mormon
elors George Q. Cannon and |
Smith, ex-Governor Arthur 2
T. E. Gibbon, (. O. Whittemore, J. Ross
! C. € Goodwin, 8. H. Babhcock,
2t * McCornick, Clarence K. MceCor-
=ie nick, J. E. Dooly, . . Chambe:
t‘: Mayor Ezra Thompson eed § .
% H. M. Clay, A. E. W iam -
LHEF . 5o heart .,,.A. W. Peni
-&"’é:‘ { 'é i e ‘-l. ! 1 ." ™~ -“ {
.;», ':;. < 3 ‘,‘; y l.n ll:n S -" ‘.1 v nit r
¢ VS LSt o, the first time he had visited
e Gy T City.: This was In 1863, Hq
N 0 companions had come doy ; L
. of o Bannock, Mont., then in 1
) = mule teum for sup @
) o & O he became conving
i, Vo 1 9 would become a
YWt nmts cussing the loeat 3
1A e LO,‘:‘:‘: Q rich tributary cour tah i
: v along the line of the ]
Q Los Angeles he pleds he
0 enterprise in these I .
“Considering all this, I ha a
e convinced that if not the only wd
v opening, this is certainly the P
portunity lying out of doors ail-
9 l road enterprise. I do not want niake
o iny promises that cannot be fulfilled.
I do not want u rouse any false
bpes. But I do say that with the help
o: the ability and energy of my coi-
leagues here present this road will be
building a rallroad between the “City | built—if not at once, it will be i
of the Saints” and the “City of the An- | the Immediate futurs €
gels.™ co-operition n wiil
Formal announcement of the plans | and with these the ro i
for the vast enterprise were made .\llL',; * Incorporation of Company.
30, 1900, at a dinner given Mr. Gibbon, | Odha Yy S ) x
with J. Ross Clark as guest of honor, | 'l ,\'m'.!’ . .
by citizens of Los Angeles at the Cali- :';'1,[.”," o »
fornia club. On this oecasion both Mr l‘j ar Hhe rali -
Clark and Mr. Gibbon told something | \..l| "‘
of the intentions of the principal back- | peahie T it ro
er of the undertaking. the San Pad
Mr. Gibben, in the course of his re- Lak
marks, called attention to the faet th o, 1 !
the new road would be ““‘unigue in ths S Hea W
it will be the first important road of the £, David Keith,
west promoted by western  capital T
without recourse 1o the money markets k, W, 8. McCorn . W, «
of the east or of the Old World, which 0. Whittemore, A. il Hand
have buiit and now largely own all the | . Gibbon, Senats <
other railroads of the west.” "y k and * 1 i
Financial Plans Announced, SARRET e: | W, A
1 S| R
“It is proposed by the great financier i~ ‘H : . ]
whe is at the head of this enterpr ] ) i Cihe
he went on, “and whose millions are Reed Smaot, W Lo o 1
pledged to its success, that it shall be- lark Georee B . W
gin its existence with the smallest in- i I i ) N
térest charge ever carried by any new . F. Mille 1
constructed road. Senator Clark in- . i Th
| slsts that the bonds of the Sali Lake is $25.600,000
charge, put a damper on the enterpsise, | 'ailroad shall call for only 4 per cent e Empil st ‘
an work was stopped indefin ¥ lm\»-r»,\“ a rate of int t, so far as | which bu it rosid
“The road to Los Angel nd “the | I am informed, lower than ever before | corpor 1 pital Ll
road to Deep Creek” were s n up at | Ramed in the original issue of bon and witl 1w fol g dire » 1
various times by different promoters, | a8y important railroad compuany ident, J. Ros rk pres
but no actual work was done untit | Will insore a muech smailer fixed cha Geor It. Leighto David |
1898, when A. W. McUune announced |than is borne by any other vestern | Smoot, T. E. Gibbon, T. F [+
that he intended to bui oad to Los |road, In addition to that, it is proposad Kerens, . K. M AL
Angeles The Oregon Short e fur- | that the original construction of thi | Clark H. . McK«
nished the old roadbed and v rails | toad shal!l involve the Dbest that jg { tary and treasurer
and gave freight rates on ties. O, W. | knoewn te medern railroad construction. | ticles Were Filed March 20, 1901,
Nibley and David Eccles furnished the | It is the desire of the promoters that - " 7 11 A
ties and acquired an inle t in the|from the time the first train passes over|  ° 5 ’*."\ w2 R e S
road, which was incorporated as tha|it, it shall take the place of a ipec :[';'”“ A gl ey
I"tah & Pacific, The track was laid to | SPeed freight passenger hne ‘H'.,,\‘ e
Uvada, a distance from Milfor | to that end they propose to lay its track | " -
enty-five miles, Again (. P - | with the heavie raile and to make its| °°° '.
ton biocked the wa i announced | construction in every way the most ap- N
| that if t} road er Nevada | proved and up-to-date.” |
line he should con ¢ invasion | Mr. Clark spoke of the wonderful de-
of Southern Pacific 1+d wounld | posits of coal and iron Ir Utah close to
retaliate on the Union ific Again | the new road, and of the enormous | ;oo
hie threat was successful. and the ex- | mineral resources in other places along :H B B
tension toward Los Angeles stopped.|the route. He expressed a belief that| ...
{ Trains continued to run as as | the building of the road would result | .41 oy
| Uvada, howey and so congiderable \ in tremendous deévelopment wherever it |, 1v 1
| business was done wi'W line and | Went, Pacit
{ other mining districts, and in the ship- |  Cordial Relations With Public. comy
Mng of stock northward and supplies e : : y yther territ “ ook ste)
.L"'Ifh\\ltlll to'all the “Dixle’ !':‘n‘v’lx. li‘.!s the Iin'llq! of l].l'l ].'['H'i]i.‘ ters of | 4 once 10 hea off 1901
Meanwhile the grade in Nevada had :"'r '_‘(_”".“' ““' l“”]\“”. that i ]T ey M B rof el ' t
beén abandoned and sold for taxes, be- | € fOV helr corporation to accupy t} 1 t { O
coming the property of Lincoln county. | la Fior “h‘n_l!"hlij and mutual as- gon Short Line s )
| e . el b \ to those on whom it will de-!¢ o p sang mel
Beginning of Present Undertaking.  ne v business,” he said. “We see ' o0 e e ang R agilenst
L' The next great ste p toward a railroad |0 reason why our corporation shou g S s kT e
between Salt Lake d Los Angeles not he as much a friend of its custom- 1 . 4 - bega 1
| the one which is now about to be car- | €18 ;lﬁ the :"””‘"rrl;,": his ”““““\"" which was Sunday
ried to a finality—originated at the |9r the meérchant of his customers Vel : g : - .
‘nzhm» end. In ia!fl a group of Louis | believe and hope that we will take a | Bitter Fight is Made.
men, headed by R, C. Kerens and | necessary part in the commercial life of One of the bitferest railroad nstruc-
George B, n. became convinced | 1.os Angeles and southern California— | tim 8 ever knowy It Bl
ithat San P would in short time | that we will become a necessary St a no
| becpme a great harbor and that an- |in your banking, your mercha 1 ‘combat: be
Lother transcontinent 1 would seek | Your fruit raising, just Denver
this port as a terminus. Therefore they | various branches of 1 f
Lorganizel the Log Angeles Terminal | necessary factors in ! i
| Railway company (o acquire te Wi this »r fon of mutna -
Fin Lus-Angeles and on San Pe [ ence, we see no reason why there should | by right

from Los |NOt grow

or, A railroad was built up and be sustained a mutus!
| Angelés to the harbor, arves being |relation of Intimate confidence

built on the east side of the harbor on ! friendship. We do not believe tha
| Rattlesnake island, now known Ter- | nécessary that the pa s of a ra
Iminal island, raffic began t pass | road corporation should regard the
Jover the line between the ater and | corporation with suspicion and distrust

i Log Angeles. It was
l Union Pacific or some other road would
| 300n come across Nevada, as was then
{planned, and wou!d buy or acquire the |

expected that the |and feel that whatever you contribute |
!to its support is in a measure an en-
forced contribution.

“It will be our effort to make the orig-

a

were | With a construction which will enabls
{ blecked by Huntington. as previously | us to give a perfect serviee, so that we
ttald, while on the other hand there |may avold loading up the corpuration
! was a bitter fight in progress to secuve | With large fixed charges in the form of
government recognition for the harbor | interést on bonds, which will mean ex- |

cilities. But all these proj

"

B is warfare, remark » for its | travagant freight rates. In _going into
ton the latter road ,‘hm ir “"nmruf‘“‘f" ’ ‘\tlg.:‘.f :i“: :r;:l.t;d X.}'\;::‘L— :‘lv‘“‘ll”;l:):nlr:g, this fnt'erprimf we shall merely ask a |
l'“ “.-,,-4_ I“,‘\‘ A,"g‘ sl “n,P ‘f‘aﬂv p“nuuu”didurnxmm terminated in 1598 when the |reasonable return on the money in- |

no freight would be rec vh.('dr‘dl prevu.il- | pontract was awasded for the construc-  vested, and it shall be our business io

jing rates at Ogden. Jay Gould, -who tion of the outer breakw and the | See that the nominal investment does !
hed gained-"nontrol of \Xha - thuan - ky L "0 et o ent jmprovement actu- | not exceed the actual investment. In!
ecific about this time, yvielded tn the R

ally began. i other words, it is our imk'nltll-m to mako;1
| a property—not a speculation, out of |

“'h“Sex:ato‘r .Cl?rf Inte"‘w‘v‘ef’" ey the Salt Lake raflway—to «smhlisll‘x upnl i

n the San Pedro harbor fight was | eonduct it, as Tar as our ability wiil
considered settled, the owners of the fagmit of, on safe, conservative, busi-
Los Angeles Terminal road began their | ness lines, and to try to make of it as
endeavors (o interest capital in  the | mpep value as possible to its patrons
canstruction of a railroad between Salt | 3o wall as to Its owners.” }

Take and Los Angeles. Thomas E. Gib-

bon, vice president of the road and one Senator Clark’s Announcement.

of the leaders In the San Pedro harbor It was not until auytumn of that year

fight, was mest active in this new un- | that Senater Clark himself made public
]ann«)umnant of hig plans. At the

dertaking. He succeedcd in interesting
J& Ross Clark, who had taken up his | time of the Los Angeles dinper he wis
#bode in Los Angeles, and through him [ in France, He returned, the meeting
<brother, Senator William A. Clark. |to incerpirate the San Pedro, Los An-
- fhe summer of 1990 it hecame known | geles & Salt Loke road was held Nov.
Senator Clark and his Urn:he;hadl‘.:;.’, 1906, and after that, Senator Clark
hoild of the great enterprise of!in a speech pledged his word that the|

the old

COMPAny :

in the fie v

I the antag
| raad tl
men were enmploy

| contingent as an a

new road on acchunt of its terminal fa- | inal investment as small as compatable | r

Short

rmed

ade kb

men
r the
time there
nfiict.  The :
g along the lin~ of th
and had put up
themselves from
Short Line men,
and teams, charged
fender ull tilg The
stopped and the attack re
who were pr it declared it )
that in the heat of battle no blood was
shed

There

one W

1ot il
Clark

barricads

the

clashes and finally
the rivai hosts agreed 1o work
and fight it out ins the courts (ine
decision was handed down, giving the
Short Line right to parc of the grade,
but leaving the question ag to su
eopen.  In November, 1801, an agree-
regched A

vere other

Ce

gh
zn

veys

cment for a fruce was

Jjoint survey was to be masde down the
Meadow valley wash and through afl
narrow canyons and passes to locate

two purallel routes, allowing hoth roads
to go through.

Negotlations for the purchase of the
Oregon Short Line sputh of Sait Lake
pegan. Meanwhile the Shert Line be-

iarontinued on Fage 5)



